
A FEW WORDS ARE ALL IT TAKES TO MAKE 
a fortune.... Luke Jensen remembers lying on th 
training table at many tournaments during his life 
as a pro tennis player. The former doubles spe
cialist, whose decade-long career lasted until 
1997, would be getting treatment on a knee, or a. 
shoulder, or some other body part. Slumped over 
a few feet away would be a fellow pro on the ATP 
Tour who had a match scheduled later that day. 
This player would also be getting worked on, and 
while the trainer massaged Jensen he would hear 
the other guy talking on a cell phone. The player 
would be talking to an airline, asking if he could 
move his flight up to that night, certain he was 
about to lose. 

At the time, Jensen thought little of it. 
Looking back, he realizes what he could've done 

with that information, were he so inclined. 
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"What would've stopped me ti'om C<1.JIing a tiiend, 
who would call a bookie and place a huge bet on 
that guy's opponent?" Jensen says. "I knew this guy 
was planning on losing, so one phone call would've 
been all it took from me:' 

This is the kind of situation professional tennis 
players have been in for decades. But it is only in 
the last nine months that people like Jensen have 
started telling the world how easy it would he to 
win mill.ions while wagering on a match. 

Or bow simple it would be to lose on purpose. 
Nikolay Davydenko's second-round loss at the 
2007 Poland Open, coupled with suspicious bet
ting patterns, spurred an investigation. Since then 
the greater public has learned about tennis' dirty 
not-sa-secret world of betting, match-fixing and 
tampering with the sport. 

While some say that betting on tennis has always 



been as much a part ofthe sport as double faults and 
approach shots, it is only in the last decade or so that 
the sinister side has emerged into public view. 

With the world now watching, the barons ofthe 
sport are trying to take extreme action to make 
sure that Davydenko's brush with infamy becomes 
a mere footnote, or that he doesn't become tennis' 
version of Jose Canseco: the faucet drip that un
leashed a waterfall. 

Bobby Riggs came to Wimbledon for the first 
time in 1939. Depending on whom you believe, 
he either had the luckiest wagering and playing 
streak in history, or made up a great story he could 
tell the rest of his life. 

According to the Bud Collins' Tennis Encyclope
dia. Riggs began the tournament with $500. He 
got a London bookmaker to give him 3-to-1 odds on 
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winning the singles, 6-1 on winning doubles and 12

1 on taking home the mLxed-doubles cra,vn. Riggs 
captured all three, winning the Wimbledon "triple" 
and walking out of the tournament with an extra 
$108,000 (about l.5 million in today's dollars). 

Longtime tennis journalist Michael Mewshaw 
says that what makes it interesting is the way the 
tennis world regards the story. "It's palt of the lore 
oftennis, whereas other sports run from the "vhiff 
of scandal v\'ith the gambling issue:' 

Cliff Drysdale, now a tennis commentator for 
ESPN whose career blidged the amateur and Open 
eras, admitted players clid bet in his day. "We'd 
sometimes say 'I'll play you for a steak'," Drysdale 
says. "But there were also a lot of players who bet 
[money] on themselves at tournaments:' 

"Of course, they always bet on themselves to 
win, never to lose." 
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them ifsuspicious betting patterns are discovered, 
as Betfair did in the Davydenko match. 

Neither Marks nor William Hill spokesman Gra
ham Sharpe could say for certain which nation's 
fans bet on the sport the most. 

er will get in, or how many backhand winners 
Hewitt will strike, or how long the match will 
take. You can bet on an.ything at all, as long as 
there's someone willing to take the other side. 

"We're kind of like the stock exchange," says 

~----------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------

There ,u'e some who say Riggs bet against him
self in the famous "Battle of the Sexes" match with 
Billie Jean King in 197.3, a claim his old friend Tony 
Trabert disputes ("I think there would be some 
people in Vegas who'd have him swimming in ce
ment shoes ifthat were the case"). 

Wimbledon experimented with having a betting 
tcnt on the grounds ofthe All England Club in 1975, 
but that was scuttled a year later after a dispute \vith 
the William Hill bookmaking agency. 

In 1982, Mewshaw says he brought aucliotapes of 
Ion Tiliac (then a recently retired player) and other 
pros talking about their betting habit.., to the leaders 
ofthe ATP, but nothing was done about it. 

Then the Internet revolution swept the world. 
Let's say you're sitting at home and decide you 

want to wager on a Roger Federer-L1eyton Hewitt 
match. You log on to your computer, and, like a 
million people around the world every day, you go 
to www.bettilir.com. First, you have to find some
one willing to bet against you at the odds you're 
offeling. Once a wagering partner is found, you can 
keep going. 

You can bet on how many first serves Feder

gambled on women's tennis," says David 
Shoemaker, the chief operating officer of 

the WIA Tour. 
As with othel' sport." gambling has also increased 

the popularity of tennis in the world over. 
"Think about it-the Intemet has been huge for 

us," says former pro and Tennis Channel announc
er Jimmy Arias. "Gambling makes anything more 
interesting to watch, and I'm sure some new fans 
have gotten involved [in betting]." 

Betfair and William Hill both have agreements 
with sports agencies around the world to alert 

Betfair spokesman Robin Marks. "On the five 
million bets a day we allow people to wager on 
sporting events." 

Betfair is just one of many gambling sites avail
able to bettors on the Internet (though not in the 
U.S.). No more shady caIls to mysterious bookies 
with names like Willie G. or Eddie R. are needed. 

And with tennis' near year-round schedule, it is 
quickly becoming one of the most popular plays 
tor gamblers. 

CONSIDER: 
• According to Betf~lir, $60 million was bet on the 
Federer-Nadal \Vimbledon final. 
• Tennis is Bettair's third most-wagered on sport, 

behind soccer and horse racing 
• William Hill says $400 million a year is 
bet on men's and women's pro matches. 

IF I WERE BACK IN BUSINESS, 

GOING AFTER TENNIS. 
-MICHAEl FRANZESE 

"I'll admit that I was surprised when I 
first learned how much money was being 

-----



In several instances in the past 10 years, there 
is one country everyone taJks about when match
fixing is discussed. 

And there is one name that comes up. 
It's as difficult to spell his name as it is to figllre 

out c;xactly what he doL's. Aliml,han Tokhtakhounov 
is a Russian businessman who has had quite a few 
brushes with the law. 

He's perhaps most famous for his alleged role 
in the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympics figure skat
ing scandal, in which a French judge was forced to 
award the gold medal to a Russian pair (Tokhtak
hounov spent a year in an Italian jail after being 
anested, but when the U.S. asked for extradition it 
was denied by an Italian judge and he was fj·eed). 

But while he isn't as famous 

Nikolay 
Davydenko~~-I.-~~ """ faces the .,. ,. .. 

I	 press over 
match-fixingA,AM,\,,"'rr- , allegations. 

...~.J , 

.,.. 

as Maria Sharapova or Marat Safin, he's just as 
well-known inside the world of tennis. 

"This guy has been around a long, long time, and 
he's got close ties to almost all the Russian players;' 
says broadcaster and tennis analyst Mary Carillo. 
"Yevgeny Katelnikov knew him, [Anna] Koumiko
va said she was afraid to talk about him." 

Tokhtakhounov is one name that has surfaced 
over the years, but there are certainly others. 

Players like Dmitry Tursunov have admitted 
to receiving ominous phone calls from strang
ers in their hotel rooms, offering them money 
in exchange for fixing a match result, and in the 
Davydenko case, repOitedly $1.5 million of the $7 
million \vagered on the match came from nine in
dividuals in Russia. 

Michael Franzese used to be one of the guys 
wagering thousands and trying to influence sport. 
vVhen he was a key boss in New York's Colombo 



crime family, Franzese ran a sports-betting syn
dicate. Tennis was hardly on Franzese's radar, 
but he knew all about getting on the inside ",rith 
athletes. Back in the 1980s, Franzese would tell 
his bookies to let any athlete "get in as deep as 
he wants." 

Franzese talks offorcing athletes' hands into 
betting against their o\vn teams, and 

Of course, since the Davydenko affair, the 
sport's many ruling bodies have fairly tripped 
over themselves tI')ring to show vigilance. Low
ranked pro Alessio Di Mauro was suspended 
for nine months and fined by the ATP last No
vember after he was found guilty of betting on 
other players' matches, and in December the ATP 

suspended two Italian 
players. 

The Australian 
Open announcedYOU HOPE YOU HAVE ETHICAL PEOPLE 

helping influence the outcome ofMLB and NBA 
games. 

"You wouldn't believe how nalve athletes can 
be," he says. "And how desperate, too, because 
they are as afraid of being outed as they are of 
us physically hurting them." 

After getting out of prison in 1996, Franzese 
turned his life around, writing books about his 
life and becoming a motivational speaker and 
ad\risor on gambling to several sports leagues. 
Last March the ATP hired him to talk to current 
players at the Sony Ericsson Open in Miami. 

"I told them that [organized crime members] 
look at you all the time and target you; it's a very 
small world out there;' Franzese says. 

"\\Then I was done, one guy said to me 'the 
Russians needed to hear that the most: " 

With the world",ride media pa)ring attention, the 
administrators who run tennis have taken gam
bling and match-fixing allegations quite seriously. 
Since 2003, the ATP ha" employed the Tennis An
ti-ConLiption Program, a set of rules highlighted 
by a maximum sentence of a three-year ban on 
any player or coach caught gambling on tennis. 

Shoemaker says the WTA has not been afflict
ed \,rith as many "suspicious" bets as the men's 
tour, but that it also has had anti-wagering and 
gambling education progTams in place. 
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strict rule changes as 
well, banning laptop 
computers at court
side and removing 
betting stations from 
the grounds. 

Perhaps most significant, was the announce
ment in January ofthe ATP, ITF and \VTA's 
Joint Integrity Program hiring two outside 
experts (both former police officers) to inde
pendently analyze how the sport deals with the 
gambling issue. 

Tennis was essentially saying: Tell us where 
we're most vulnerable and how we can fix it. 

"I think everyone realizes the legitimacy of the 
sport is on the line here;' U.S. Davis Cup captain 
Patrick McEnroe says. 

.Iustin Gimelstob was just in those locker rooms 
the media and others talk about. Retired from the 
ATP Tour for only a few months, Gimelstob says 
he was "surprised" to hear about players coming 
forward about match-fixing offers. 

The anti-gambling rules have been in place for 
years, but he says "it all became real" for pros af· 
ter the Davydenko incident. 

He thinks some measmes that have been sug
gested (for one, banning coaches from the locker 
room to stem the flow of information) are im
possible to enforce. 

Instead, he offered an optimistic \riew. 
"What it comes down to is that you hope you 

have ethical people in your sport who care too 
much about it to cheat;' Gimelstob says. 
'~d I think tennis has that, and that's the big

gest thing it has going for it." 


